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SDG 1.3.2 Graduation/Completion Targets for Students from Low-Income and
Underprivileged Regions at Dawood University of Engineering and
Technology

Dawood University of Engineering and Technology (DUET) is dedicated to promoting inclusivity
and diversity within its student body, particularly for students from underrepresented and
economically challenged regions of Pakistan. In keeping with this commitment, DUET has taken
proactive measures to support students from low-income and underprivileged locations in order to
assure their academic success and advancement.

Seats Allotted to Students from Underprivileged Communities

Students from economically challenged regions of Pakistan, such as Balochistan, FATA, Azad
Kashmir, Gilgit Baltistan, Nominees of Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) from under
privileged countries of Islamic World, and Muslim District of Candy Sri Lanka have been given a
certain number of places by DUET. This program is a component of our larger goal to give students
who might encounter structural obstacles because of socioeconomic circumstances or geographic
exclusion fair access to higher education. Students from these areas will be represented and given
opportunities thanks to these reserved seats, enabling them to pursue higher education and support
the growth of their communities.
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Comprehensive Support Mechanisms

DUET offers a range of academic and financial support programs to guarantee that students from
these areas are not only admitted but also prepared to successfully finish their degrees. These consist
of:

e Financial Aid and Scholarships: To lessen the financial burden of pursuing higher
education, students from low-income households and impoverished areas are eligible for
financial aid and full or partial scholarships.

¢ Mentorship and Academic Support Programs: To assist students from underprivileged
backgrounds in adjusting to university life and achieving academic success, DUET provides
organized mentorship programs as well as academic support services like tutoring and
counselling.

e Career Counselling and Placement Support: To ensure that students are ready for the
workforce after graduation, the Career Counselling and Placement Bureau (CCPB) provides
advise on career development and placement options.

Collaboration Between Industry and Academics- The IT-Industry Academia Bridge
Program

DUET has lately started programs to improve students' employability, especially in high-demand
fields like information technology, in addition to assisting students with their academic journeys.
One such program is the IT Industry Academia Bridge Program, which was started by the Career
Counselling and Placement Bureau (CCPB) of DUET in partnership with the Government of Sindh's
Information Science and Technology Department and the Hazza Institute of Technology. This
program is an essential aspect of DUET's endeavours to give students—especially those from low-
income families and impoverished areas—real-world, career-oriented training.
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The four-week IT Industry Academia Bridge Program, which runs from September 18, 2023, to
October 14, 2023, aims to close the gap between academic instruction and the quickly changing
needs of the IT sector. It gives students the practical skills, industry insights, and hands-on training
they need to thrive in the cutthroat IT sector. Developing networks between students and business
experts to provide employment prospects is one of the program'’s objectives. Another is to increase
students' employability by providing them with pertinent technical skills.

Laptop Distribution Ceremony: Empowering the
Youth through Technology

DUET distributed 210 laptops to students on November 10,
2023, marking yet another important milestone in its efforts
- to support its students through the Prime Minister's Youth
Laptop Scheme 2023. Prominent attendees at the
ceremony, which took place in the university's seminar
hall, included Federal Higher Education Commission
Director Javed Mehmood, Federal Ministry of Planning
and Special Initiatives Project Director Engr. Amir Zamir
Ahmed Khan, and Chairman of the Pakistan Engineering Council Engr. Muhammad Najeeb Haroon.
Fifty exceptional students from different departments received laptops as part of the ceremony,
signifying DUET's dedication to giving students the tools they need to succeed.
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In addition to thanking the guests, Vice Chancellor Engr. Prof. Dr. Samreen Hussain emphasized
DUET's commltment to helping its students, noting that the institution is maklng qumk progress in

all areas and is engaged in projects that will have a major positive impact on the country. The
remaining 160 students received computers at the end of the ceremony, demonstrating DUET's
dedication to closing the digital divide and empowering the upcoming generation of engineers.



